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The Contents. 

Extract of a Letter varittcn from Rome, concerning the late Co- 
mer, and tf New one. Extract of another Letter from Paris, 
containing fonie Reflexions on the precedent Roman Letter, 
An Obfervation concerning fame particulars , further confide- 
rable in theMonfker.that teas mention din the fi'rjl Papers of 
thefs Philofophical Tranfadions. ExtratJ of a Letter written 
fromVcnice^conccrning the Alines ^Mercury in Fr'mly. Some 
Obfervations , made in the ordering ^Silk-worms. An Ac- 
coHnt of Mr. Hooks Micrographia^^r the Phyjiological dejcri- 
ptions ofU\mtt ^odats^made by Magnifying Glafles. 



EnraU of a Ldter^ lately written from Rome, touching the 
late Cornet^ and a New one. 

Cannot enough wonder at the ftrange agreement 
of the thoughts of that acute French Gentleman, 
Monfieur ^«2£?«/, in the Hypothefs of the Comets 
motion^ with mine 5 and particularly, at that of 
the Tables. I have with the fame method, where- 
b)^ I find the rnotion of rhis Comet, eafily found the Principle 
of that Author s£/^mer/<^e/, which he then thought not fit to 
declare 5 and 'tis this, that this Comet moves about the Great 
Dojs, in lb great a Circle , that that portion, which is dc/eri- 
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bed, is exceeding fmall in refpcd of the whole circumfe- 
rence theieofjand hardly difnnguifliable by us from a ftreight 
line. 

Concerning the New Comet you mention,! favv it on the 1 1. 
oiFebrnary^ about the 24. d eg. of ^m/, with a Northern 
latitude of 24. deg, 40. min. The cloudy weather hath not 
yet permitted me to fee it in AMdrowed.i ^ as others affirm to 
have done. 

ExtraBof a Letter ^ mitten fromVTLns, containing fomt 
RefleSiions on part of the precedent Roman Letter. 

As to the Hjipothejis o[QcorgX>0}}!oiico C<r//?///.touching the 
motion of the Comet about x^^Creat Dog in a Circle, whofe 
Centre is in a ftreight line drawn from the Earth thorough the 
faid Star , I believe it will (hortly be publiilt'd in print, as a 
thought T lighted upon in difcourfing with one of my Friends, 
who did maintain, that it turned about a Centre, becauic that 
its Pengee had been over againft; the Great Dog, as I had noted 
in my Ephevjerules, This particular I did long fince declare 
to many of my acquaintancCjWhcreof fbnie or other will cer- 
tainly do me that right, as to let the world know it by the 
Prcls. I have added an Oblervatlon, which I find not, that 
SigmorCaJJini hath madc,«/7Z..that there was ground to think, 
that the Comet of 1652. was the fame with the prefent, feeing 
that, befidcs the parity of the f^'iftnels of its motion, the Pe- 
rjgee thereof was alfb over againft the Gnat Dog-, if the Obfer- 
vations extant thereof,decei ve not. But,to make it out. what 
ground I had for thefe thoughts , 1 faid , that if they were 
true , the Comet muft needs accomplifli its revolution from 
12. to 12. years, or thereabout. But, feeing it appears not 
by Hiftory , that a Comet hath been feen at thole determi- 
nate diftances of time, nor that over againft the Perigee of all 
the other Comets,whercof particular oblervations are recor- 
ded, are alwaies found Stars of the firft Magnitude , or fuch 
others, asare very notable, befides other rcafbns, that might 
be alleged , I (hail not purfue this Ipeculation ; but rather 
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